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roptbM NaneonuT, anaTke, KBapL, ropcku Kpucran

Y jyHy 2003. rognHe y capagmu
dunosodckor gakynteta y beorpaay,
HapogHor my3seja y beorpaay v 3aBoaa 3a
3aWTUTY CNOMeHMKa KynType u3 Kpasbesa
cnpoBeAeHa Cy 3alTUTHa apXxeosoLlKa
nckonaeawa y Xayu NpoaaHoBoj nehnHm
Kog cena Jlnca y 6nmsunHu VMearbuue.
UcTpaxuBara Ccy peannsoBaHa NoBo4OM
HaMmepe CKynwTuHe onwTnHe NBamunua
Aa obHoBu upkBy CBeTOr apxaHrena
Muxauna Ha nnaTtoy ncnpeg nehuHe.
3awTuTHa nckonasara nehuHe cy
obaB/beHa ca uu/beM ga ce OTKpujy
ocTauMm LpKBe M npoBepu cTtpaturpadckm
rnonoxaj Hanasa npancTopujcke Kkepammke
n nneucroueHcke dayHe A0 Kojux ce
(3axBasbyjyhu 3opaHy Byunhesuhy ns
MBarbmue) gowsno npuavkoMm pagosa Ha
ypehery ynasHor gena nehuHe.

Xauwu MNMpopaHoBa nehmHa npeacras/ba
cnoMeHuk npupogae (BacurbeBuh 1998).
HbeH ynas je oKpeHyT Ka jyry n npuamyHo
je ysak n Bucok (1,75x7 m - cn. 1). Ha
ynas ce HajoBe3yje XOAHMK Ayr BuLie
o4 yeTpaeceT MeTapa. Y yHyTpawHOoCTH
nehmnHa cagp>xu ABe ABOpaHe y Kojuma
Cy Ce o4yyBane peTke BpPCTe MHCEKaTa u
6orata cdayHa cnenux mumwesa. 3aWTUTHA
NcKonaeama Cy npegysera Ha caMoM
noyeTky nehMHCKOr Xo0AHMKa, Kao 1
Ha nnaTtoy ucnpeg nehmHe, Ha yKymnHoj
noBpwuHM o4 16 m?. IcTpaxeHo je
neT reosIoWKMX Xopm3oHaTa, a Hajeeha
nybuHa nckona (og 2,5 m) gocturHyTa
je y kBagpatmma E15 n E16 (cn. 1).
MpunMKoM McKkonaBaka KOHCTaToBaHa je
cnegeha crtpaturpadumja:

€noj 1 - NOBPLWMHCKM HMBO CUMBKACTOr
ceguMeHTa, ca HanasuMa 13 ctapujer
reosgeHor goba n caspemeHor goba;
cnoj 2 - cmehu ceaMMeHT ca CUTHOM
ApobnHOM, ca HanasmMMa M3 KacHor
ropwer naneonuta;

cnoj 3 - cmehu ceaMMeHT ca KpYMnHOM
ApO6MHOM K ognoMuMMa CTeHa;

cnoj 4 - cnoj cmeher cegnmeHTa ca
CUTHOM ApO6MHOM N MarwoM nnu sehom
KOHLIEHTPaLUWjOM CUTHOI LW/bYHKa;

cnoj 5 - TamHocmehu ceamMMeHT ca
KpynHoM ApobuHOM 1 oanoMumMMa CTeHa,
Cca HajnasuMa u3 cpefmer naaeonuta.
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In June 2003, rescue archaeological
excavations were conducted in Hadzi
Prodan’s cave by the village of Lisa,
municipality of Ivanjica. Works were
conducted in cooperation between
the Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade,
the National Museum in Belgrade and
the Institute for Protection of Cultural
Heritage from Kraljevo, upon the intent of
the Town Assembly of Ivanjica to rebuild
the Church of St Archangel Michael on
the plateau in front of the cave. Rescue
excavations were conducted in order to
reveal the remains of the church and
to examine the stratigraphic position of
the prehistoric pottery and Pleistocene
fauna finds which were obtained during
adaptation works on the entrance of the
cave (thanks to the efforts of Mr. Zoran
Vudicevi¢ of Ivanjica). Hadzi Prodan’s
cave is a monument of nature (Vasiljevic¢
1998). Its entrance is oriented to the
South and is quite narrow and high
(1.75x7 m - fig. 1). Behind it lies a
corridor, more than 40 meters in length.
The interior of the cave also includes 2
halls in which rare species of insects were
preserved as well as rich fauna of bats.

UDK 903.2"6323/6325"(497.11)

Cnuka 1 - Yna3 y nehuny
Figure 1 - Entrance
to the cave



Il Apxeonowxku NPEFIEA / Archaeological REPORTS 1

Cnuka 2 - OkpecaHu KaMeHu
aptedakTn 13 cnojesa 2 (1-
10) n 5 (11-15)

Figure 2 - Chipped stone
artifacts from layers 2 (1-10)
and 5 (11-15)

MpennMnMHapHu pesynTtaTtu aHanmse
dayHe kojy je obasuna B. Aumutpujesuh
Cy nokasanu ga y naenmcToLeHCKNM
cnojeBMMa anconyTtHo npeosnahyjy
ocTtaun nehuHckor Mmeaseaa, a
3acCTyrn/beHe Cy jow M KOCTU MpKor
MeABena, ByKa, KO30pora u pasHux
BpCTa rnogapa v ntuuya. CynpoTHO
oyekmBamwuMa, BehnHa naneonanTcKmx
Hanasa Huje KOHCTaToBaHa y
YHyTpawHocTn nehnHe seh Ha nnaTtoy
ncnpea nehmnHe Koju je y npownoctm
3ay3uMao 3HaTHO Behy MOBpPLUMHY.
lMnaTo je penaTMBHO paBaH U Ha HeMY
ce jaBrbajy NCTuU CeANUMEHTN Kao N y
YHYyTpawHocTn nehmnHe. Hberosa BUCKHA
AOCTUXXe YMTaBuUX JeceT MeTapa, aam
360r orpaHu4yeHe NOBPLUMHE Ha KOjOj
Cy nNpeay3eTa UcTpaxuBama Huje 6uno
Moryhe yCTaHOBUTM Aa Nn ce KYNTypHU
cnojesu jaBsbajy u Ha Behoj aybuHu.

TokoM nckonasama Xauu NpoaaHose
nehuHe HaheHo je penaTtneBHO Mano
naneonnTCcKMX Hanasa (cesera 15 kom.)
(cn. 2). OBuM Hanasun cy nnak npyxuam
AO0BO/bHO MHMOpPMauuja 3a KynTypHO 1
penaTMBHOXPOHOJIOWKO onpejerbere
36upku. Y cnojy 5 cy HaheHe aBe
NOCTPYLUKE W apTedaKkTu o4 KBapuuta
(oBa ogbuTka M jegaH pameHacTum
cTpyrav) Koju gedpuHutneHo ynyhyjy Ha

Rescue excavations were undertaken

at the beginning of the cave corridor

as well as on the plateau in front of the
entrance, in the overall area of 16 m=.
Five geological horizons were excavated
and the largest depth of 2.5 m is
reached in squares E15 and E16 (figure
1). The following stratigraphy has been
established:

layer 1 - surface deposit of grey sediment
including modern and Early Iron Age
finds;

layer 2 - light brown sediment with fine
stone inclusions comprising Late Upper
Palaeolithic finds;

layer 3 - light brown sediments with
coarse stone inclusions and larger stone
fragments;

layer 4 - light brown sediment with

fine stone inclusions and variable
concentration of fine gravel;

layer 5 - dark brown sediment with
coarse stone inclusions and larger stone
fragments comprising Middle Palaeolithic
finds.

Preliminary results of the faunal
analyses conducted by V. Dimitrijevié
showed that the absolutely predominant
species in the Pleistocene layers is the
cave bear while the rest would belong
to brown bear, wolf, ibex
and different species
of rodents and birds.
Contrary to expectations,
the majority of the
Palaeolithic finds was not
collected from the interior
of the cave but rather
from the plateau in front
of it which used to be
more spacious in the past.
The plateau is relatively
leveled and comprised
of the same sediments
as the interior of the
cave. Its height reaches
as much as 10 meters
but due to the limited
excavation area it was
not possible to determine
whether cultural deposits
continue further down.

During the
excavations of Hadzi
Prodan’s cave, only
a small number of
Palaeolithic finds was
retrieved, 15 pieces in all
(fig. 2). However, they
were enough to establish
the cultural and relative-



cpeawenaneonuTcku kapaktep 36upke. C
Apyre CTpaHe, y C/iojy 2 je KOHCTaTtoBaHo
BULUE Hanasa ropHenanaeosIMTCKor Tuna:
opyhe ca CTpMO peTyLlwMpaHUM XprToM,
opyhe ca peTywmpaHMM NpesomMoMm 1
peTylwunpaHe n HepeTylimpaHe namene

1 oabumum. 3acTyn/beHOCT CTPMO
peTyLwmnpaHux namMena ykasyje Ha To aa
oBa 36upka npunaga rpaBeTujeHy uam
enurpaBeTujeHy.

MocebaH 3Hauaj Xayum NpoaaHoBe
nehunHe nexmu y YnmweHnum ga cy y
cpeaH-enaneosiIMTCKOM Criojy HaheHun
npeamMeTn o4 YMCTOr KBapua: manu
KpucTan kBapua (cn. 3) v nocTpyLwkKa og
ropckor kpucrana (cn. 4). CmaTpa ce aga
Hanasu o4 OBe CMPOBUHE NpeacTaB/bajy
AparoLeHa CBe04YaHCTBa O AYXOBHOM
XUBOTY Y CpeAHeM NaneonnTy Koju
je Ha bankaHy Beh gokyMeHTOBaH
Hanasom “dpyne” ca nokanuteTa
[Owneje babe I y Cnosenunjn (Turk et
al. 1997), nepcdopupaHoM hasaHrom
Ko3opora 13 cnoja XII LipeeHe cTujeHe
(Basler 1975; Mihailovi¢, y wtamnu)

M rpaBupaHuM npeameTmma HaheHum

y cpeArenaneonTCKMM crojeBmuma
nehunHa TemHaTa [lynka v bayo Knpo y
Byrapckoj (Cremades 2000). Kpucranu
KBapua ce jaBsbajy jow Ha fiokanutetTuma
13 pgowber naneonuta (Bednarik 2003),
AOK cy apTedakTn of ropckor Kpucrana,
YecTn y ropHem nNaneonuty u Mes3onuty
(Reher and Frison 1991), KOHCTaTOBaHU
Ha Manom 6pojy cpear-enaneonnTCKmnX
HanasuwTa, Kao wTto cy KynHa y Yewkoj
(Valoch 1988), Cuma ae nac lNManomac

y WnaHujn (Walker 2003), KnHa y
®paHuyckoj (ycMeHa uHgopmauuja S.
Kuhn-a) u Teonetpa y N'puykoj (ycmeHa
MHdopmMaumja E. Adam).

Kapa je pe4y 0 KacHOM roprem
naneonuty, Xaywn NpoaaHoBa nehuHa
npeacrassba y3 WanutpeHy nehuHy
jeanHn rpaBeTujeHCKM/enurpaBeTnjeHCcKmn
nokanuteT y 6pAcKoOnAaHMHCKUM
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chronological character of the collections.
Layer 5 yielded two scrapers and artifacts
made of quartzite (two flakes and a
shouldered scraper) which definitely
determine the collection as Middle
Palaeolithic. On the other hand, layer

2 included a number of finds of Upper
Palaeolithic provenience: implements with
backed pieces, retouched truncations,
implements with retouched fracture
surfaces as well as retouched and simple
bladelets and flakes. The presence of
implements with abruptly retouched edge
indicates that the collection belongs to
Gravettian or Epigravettian.

The special significance of Hadzi
Prodan’s cave rests in the fact that
the Middle Palaeolithic layer yielded
artifacts of pure quartz: small crystal
of quartz (figure 3) and a scraper
made of quartz crystal (figure 4). Itis
generally considered that findings made
of this material represent a valuable
testimony to the spiritual life in the
Middle Palaeolithic, already documented
on the Balkans with a “flute” found at
site Divje Babe I in Slovenia (Turk et al.
1997), a perforated ibex phalanx from
the layer XII in Crvena Stijena (Basler
1975; Mihailovi¢, in press) and engraved
objects found in Middle Palaeolithic
layers of the caves Temnata Dupka
and Bacho Kiro in Bulgaria (Cremades
2000). Quartz crystals are also found
in Lower Palaeolithic sites (Bednarik
2003), while artifacts made of mountain
quartz, common in Upper Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic sites (Reher and Frison 1991),
are documented at a small humber of
Middle Palaeolithic sites such as Kulna
in the Check Republic (Valoch 1988),
Sima de las Palomas in Spain (Walker
2003), Quina in France (L.Kuhn, personal
com.) and Theopetra in Greece (verbal
information by E. Adam).

Concerning the Late Upper
Palaeolithic, Hadzi Prodan’s cave, besides
Salitrena cave, is the only Gravettian/
Epigravettian site in the mountainous
regions of the Central Balkans, between
sites in the coastal zone and its
immediate background (Badanj and sites
in Montenegro) and sites around the Sava
river (Kadar) and the middle and lower
Danube (Climente II, Temnata Dupka,
Bacho Kiro). We feel there is no need to
especially point out how important it is
to research this culture, not only in order
to establish the connections between

the coast and the inland areas of the
Balkans which could further describe the
relationship between Middle European

Cnuka 3- Kpuctan kBapua
13 cnoja 4

Figure 3 - Quartz crystal
from layer 4
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Cnuka 4 - MocTtpywka
0f, ropcKor Kpucrana us
cnoja 5

Figure 4 - Scraper made
of mountain quartz from
layer 5

obnactuma ueHTpanHor bankaHa,

Ha npocTopy u3aMehy HanasuwTa y
NPUMOPCKO]j 30HM U HEHOM HENocpeaHOM
3anehy (bagamw, HanasuwTa y LipHOj
Fopu) n nokanuteta y MNMocasuHn (Kagap)
M cpeateM n gorweMm NoayHassby
(KnumenTe 11, TemHaTa lynka, bauo
Kupo). He Tpeba npesuwwe nogcehatn

Ha ToO Aa je npoy4yaBarbe 0Be KynType
n3y3eTHo 6UTHO, He camo 360r
yTBphuBara Besa nsmehy npmmopja n
YHYTPaLwWwHOCTU, Koju 6u mornmn 6nmxe
[a YKaxy Ha 0AHOC CpeAH0eBpOrncKor

WU MeauTepaHCcKor enurpaeeTujeHa, seh
n 360r carnegaeama OCHOBa Ha KojuMa
rnoymea pa3Boj Mesonuta Ha bBankany.

C 063upom ga nocrtoju notpeba aa
ce nckonasara Xayu lNMpogaHose nehuHe
HacTase 6yayha uctpaxunsarma he 6MTH
yCMepeHa Ha TO Aa ce yTBpAM MecTo ca
HajBehoM KoHUeHTpauujom aptedakarta
Kao u ga ce ucnuta Ao Koje aybuHe
ce jaBrbajy cnojeBu ca naneosmMTCKuUM
Hanasuma. MNMocebHa naxra 6uhe
nocseheHa npukynbaky nHdbopmaunja
0 yc/ioBMMa Adeno3uumje Hanasa Ha
JIoKaNnUTeTy U NaneoeKosIOWKNUM 1
CeAVUMEHTOJIOWKNM NpoyyaBaruMa
floKanuTeTa U HeroBor HenocpeaHor
OKpYy>era.
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and Mediterranean Epigravettian, but
also in order to acquire a general view
of the basis for the development of the
Mesolithic on the Balkans.

Concerning the indisputable need
for further excavations of HadZi Prodan’s
cave, future research will be targeted at
pin-pointing the location with the highest
concentration of artifacts and examining
the depth to which prehistoric layers
run. Special attention will be paid to
gathering information on the conditions of
the deposition of finds at the site as well
as on paleo-ecology and sedimentology
studies of the site and its immediate
surroundings.
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